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	General News Release



NEWS FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 9, 2011
PennDOT Investment Aides Law Enforcement Agencies 

In Cracking Down on Seat Belt Use 

[City] – The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) today announced that its statewide investment of $866,000 will help police departments throughout Pennsylvania participate in a Click It or Ticket seat-belt enforcement mobilization May 23 – June 12.  During the effort, officers will crack down on motorists who fail to wear their seat belts, with a special emphasis on nighttime hours.  
This mobilization marks the largest number of Pennsylvania law enforcement agencies that have ever participated (##) in seat belt enforcement.  More than 85 percent of the state’s population will be represented.  This mobilization is also the first time Traffic Enforcement Zones, which target enforcement on high unbuckled-crash rates, will be funded as an enforcement method for nighttime seat belt use.
Because nighttime passenger vehicle occupants are among those least likely to buckle up and most likely to die in crashes when unrestrained, nighttime enforcement is a priority of the Click It or Ticket mobilization. Of those who died in nighttime crashes in Pennsylvania in 2010, 75 percent were not wearing seat belts at the time of their fatal crashes.

In 2009, 23,382 passenger-vehicle occupants died in crashes nationwide between the hours of 6 p.m. and 5:59 a.m., according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  In Pennsylvania, 231 occupants died unbelted between 9 p.m. and 5 a.m. , compared to 494 occupants who died unbelted during the day despite a much greater number of vehicle miles traveled. 

“Many more nighttime traffic deaths can be prevented if more motorists simply start wearing their seat belts.  That’s why we strongly support enhanced nighttime enforcement of seat belt laws during this Click It or Ticket campaign,” said [spokesperson].  “Officers will be out in force to remind drivers and occupants to always wear their seat belts – day and night.”
Information on seat-belt safety can be found at www.DriveSafePA.org. 
For more than a decade, Buckle Up PA has been dedicated to seat belt enforcement and awareness in Pennsylvania.  The state seat-belt usage rate has risen 21 percent since the program began.  With more than 600 municipal departments and the Pennsylvania State Police currently backing efforts, Buckle Up Pennsylvania is a trusted resource for grants, training and K-12 educational programs.  Visit www.patrafficsafety.org for more information about Buckle Up PA.
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