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	CLICK IT OR TICKET

MAY 2011 MOBILIZATION
TALKING POINTS



General Information:

· The national Click It or Ticket mobilization runs from May 23 – June 6, 2011
· Pennsylvania’s mobilization runs from May 23 –June 12
· This year’s national theme is Cracking Down on Seat Belt Use – Especially at Night
· At least half of all enforcement this year will take place during nighttime hours.  Traffic Enforcement Zones (TEZ) also will be introduced
· 600 municipal police departments and the Pennsylvania State Police will participate.  This is the greatest number of Pennsylvania departments ever mobilized for seat-belt enforcement.
Pennsylvania Statistics (PennDOT):

· The seat-belt usage rate in Pennsylvania is currently 87 percent.
· PennDOT aims to save at least 100 lives a year through traffic safety programs.
· 120,734 crashes occurred in Pennsylvania in 2010 resulting in 1,324 fatalities.

·  523 unbelted occupant fatalities
· 279 belted occupant fatalities
· 522 non-occupant fatalities (motorcycle, pedestrian, etc.)
· Seat belts were not worn by 65.2 percent of people killed in occupant-related traffic crashes. The percentage rises to 75 percent at night.
· Pennsylvania has a secondary seat-belt law, but several groups are subject to a primary seat belt law:

· Children from birth to age 4 
· Drivers under 18 who operate a motor vehicle in which the number of passengers exceeds the number of available seat belts in the vehicle
· Commercial truck drivers 
Traffic Enforcement Zones 
· Traffic Enforcement Zones (TEZ) will be rolled out for this mobilization in counties with the highest unbelted crash rates on selected high-crash roadways.
· The TEZ enforcement method is not new.  The detail consists of one observational officer and at least one pursuit officer, stopping motorists who are observed to be in violation of the PA Motor Vehicle Code.
· TEZ are meant to yield the results of a roving patrol with the high-visibility enforcement of a checkpoint.   
· TEZ have proven to be an effective strategy for seat-belt enforcement, especially at night. 
From NHTSA (National Highway Traffic Safety Administration)
· There were 23,382 occupants of passenger cars, pickup trucks, vans, and SUVs killed in motor-vehicle traffic crashes in 2009, and 53 percent of fatally injured passenger vehicle occupants were NOT wearing seat belts at the time of the fatal crashes. 

· In 2009, 11,593 passenger vehicle occupants were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes at night (6 p.m. to 5:59 a.m.). Nearly two-thirds (62 percent) were not wearing seat belts (compared to 44 percent of occupants killed during the daytime hours of 6 a.m. to 5:59 p.m.) 

· Seat belts, when used by passenger vehicle occupants 5 and older, saved an estimated 12,713 lives in 2009 – more than 72,000 lives from 2005 through 2009 – and 267,890 lives from 1975 through 2009. 

· Worn correctly, seat belts reduce the risk of fatal injury by 45 percent for front-seat car occupants – and by 60 percent for pickup truck, SUV and van occupants.
· Motorists are 75 percent less likely to be killed in rollover crashes if they are buckled up.

General Information:

· The next Buckle Up Pennsylvania mobilization will take place in November 11, 2011.  Police continue to enforce Pennsylvania’s seat-belt laws 24/7 each day.
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