Talking Points/Fact Sheet
Teen Mobilization February/March 2012

New Teen Driver Law
· Act 81, which went into effect Dec. 27, 2011, ushered in changes to young driver licensing and passenger requirements.

· As of Dec. 27, 2011, for the first six months after receiving their junior driver’s license, a driver is not permitted to have more than one passenger under age 18 who is not an immediate family member (brother, sister, stepbrother, stepsister of the junior driver and adopted or foster children living in the same household as the junior driver) in their vehicle unless they are accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.

· If they have not been convicted of a driving violation or been partially or fully responsible for a reportable crash after six months, they may have up to three passengers under age 18 who are not immediate family members without a parent or legal guardian present. If they have any convictions or are partially or fully responsible for a reportable crash while a junior driver, they are once again restricted to one passenger.

· Drivers and occupants in a vehicle who are under the age of 18 must wear a properly adjusted and fastened seat belt, and children under the age of eight must be securely fastened in a child restraint system. 

· Failure to comply with the new law’s seat belt provisions is a primary offense, meaning that a driver can be pulled over and cited solely for that violation. 

· The law refers to Sections 1503 (C) and 1505 (E) for the Graduated Driver Licensing changes, Section 3753 for the new reports, and Section 4581 (A) and (B) for the seat belt changes.  

· For information on penalties and restrictions under the law, visit www.dmv.state.pa.us and click on “New Teen Driver Law 2011.”

Teen Mobilization
· [bookmark: _GoBack]More than 180 law enforcement agencies will participate in this mobilization, from Feb. 14 through March 4.

· An estimated 250,000 students will be reached through this mobilization and education effort.

· Law enforcement will conduct seat belt informational sites at more than 200 high schools statewide. A School Seat Belt Informational Site is conducted on private property, (i.e. school campus parking area or school roadways) not on state or local roads.

· Following the informational sites, agencies will conduct seat-belt enforcement on roadways near schools.

· Many participating schools will also host Survival 101 presentations. "Survival 101," is a police-driven curriculum designed to encourage appropriate decision making among middle and high school students. Developed by PennDOT’s Buckle Up PA Project, "Survival 101" provides safety information on seat belts, distracted driving and other topics using hard-hitting content.

· The next seat-belt enforcement mobilization, not specifically targeted at teens, will be conducted May 20 through June 3.


By the numbers
· In 2010 there were 61 teenagers 16 to 19 years old who were killed in a crash and did not have their seat belt on.

· Of those teens, 38 of them were the driver in the vehicle.
· 120,734 crashes occurred in Pennsylvania in 2010 resulting in 1,324 fatalities.
· 525 unbelted occupant fatalities
· 283 belted occupant fatalities
·   94  belt use unknown
· 422 non-occupant fatalities (motorcycle, pedestrian, etc.)
· Seat belts were not worn by 58.2 percent of people killed in occupant-related traffic crashes. The percentage rises to 75 percent at night.

· Pennsylvania’s seat-belt usage rate dropped to 83.8 percent in 2011, a drop from 86 percent in 2010.

